
MARPLE CENTRE REGENERATION PARTNERSHIP 
 

NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 18th October 2004  
AT 6.00PM, MARPLE LIBRARY    

 
 
Present:  
Chair: David Hoyle (Business Forum),  
Brian Nash (District Centres Regeneration), Councillor A Bispham, Peter Bardsley (Marple Local 
History Society), Peter Clarke (Marple Web Site), Greg Jackson (Business Forum), Mick 
McPhee (Business Forum), Paul Whatmough (Business Forum), Michael Whatmough (Business 
Forum), Alan Kennington (Business Forum), PC. John Francis, Mike Spreckley (Churches 
Together), Patrick O’Herlihy (Business Forum), 
 
Carl Buckley (Stockport Rangers), Peter Hodgson (Stockport Rangers),  
 
Apologies: 
Jim Scotte (Marple Community Council), Councillor Mark Hunter, Councillor Shan Alexander, 
Kay Gould-Martin (Business Forum), Philip Gould-Martin (Business Forum), Diane Jackson 
(Business Forum), Faith Yeaman (Marple Civic Society), Sandra Dunn (Ridge Danyers College), 
 
 
1. Introductions 
DH made the appropriate introductions, in particular welcoming Carl Buckley and 
Peter Hodgson from the Ranger Service.  Apologies for absence were received. 
 
2. Notes of last meeting 
The minutes were accepted as a correct record. 
 
3. Matters Arising 
 
• Stockport in Bloom. 
Stockport achieved success as Best Large City in the Northwest in Bloom and 
awarded a silver gilt award as Best Large City in the Britain in Bloom. DH attended 
the celebratory event at the Town Hall and DH reiterated appreciation of the 
tremendous efforts by all those involved. DH was copy of the BBC award 
programme available for those who missed it. The Council is negotiating with the 
BBC to acquire an edited version showing just Stockport’s achievements. 
Unfortunately Stockport will not be able to enter the competition again next year 
(the rules prevent this), however DH was keen to build on the success and 
suggested a local event either ‘Marple in Bloom’ or more widely a ‘District Centres 
in Bloom’. BN will pass the suggestion on.  
 
• Marple Locks Bi-centenary Celebrations 
PC advised that the Marple Locks Heritage Society is to hold public meeting on 
Tuesday 19th October at 7:30 in the new Guides HQ on Brickbridge Road. The 
aims are to build on the support and interest shown for the Bi centenary event, to 
enhance and further promote the tourism potential of the area and specifically to 
hold a Locks festival on a Sunday  
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• Hanbury’s Premises  
P. O’H reported back on his continuing correspondence with a number of the 
individuals involved in this saga. He explained a number of positive actions have 
occurred that bring the possibility of ending the stalemate and the continuing 
vacant premises. Rent reviews have been agreed, (unit 2 - mid 2005 and unit 1 - 
mid 2008) and the CO OP confirm they will not be renewing their interest in the 
lease on these dates. A new interest has been received by the agents from a well 
known Restaurant / bar chain, initially rejected by the landlord, however a letter 
asking them to reconsider has been sent from the Business Forum, as support for 
this use is widespread. Initial discussions with Stockport Council would indicate 
encouraging this use. 
This is not a new situation to be in, but hope and perseverance still prevail.. 
 
4. Project Updates 
 
• Accessibility in Marple Market Street / Derby Way 
The consultation on the previously discussed proposals is to take place in the 
library, Memorial Park, Marple, with plans on display from Friday, 22nd October until 
Monday, 1st November 2004. Staff from Traffic Services and Transport Policy in 
attendance from Wednesday 27th October until Saturday 30th October 2004. 
Comments are invited with a questionnaire available. 
 
• Police Update 
John Francis reported that Marple remained stable with reported incidents 
remaining low.  Although 2 serious incidents have recently occurred. General 
queries as to the effectiveness of the CCTV system were raised. JF stressed that 
CCTV is very important and has been a major factor in detecting crime and is a 
successful deterrent as well.  
The greatest area for concern at the moment is the amount of graffiti, known as 
‘tagging’. Stockport Council and the Police have established a database of graffiti, 
designed to track and identify individual ’tags’, win order to catch and prosecute 
offenders.  DH gave details of the Council’s Graffiti removal service available from 
the Community Team, for details or to report incidents contact 0161 474 4285. 
The Police continue to remove drinking of alcohol on the streets and confiscating 
alcohol from under aged persons. Groups of youths continue to keep congregating 
within the park and are being closely monitored.  
 
• Ranger Service 
Brian Lomax has now been replaced by Carl Buckley, albeit temporarily whilst a 
new Ranger is being trained. The confusion over roles and responsibilities has 
been clarified and publicity / information is to be made available. 
Litter appears to be the main issue that the CB has to deal with. The provision of 
extra litter bins is need especially around the Hollins. (A litter bin has been ordered 
Market Street near the 3 seats and is expected within 2 weeks). The Council is to 
introduce fixed penalty fines for people dropping litter. It was agreed that education 
within schools was needed and more specifically an approach to Ridge College 
was needed to raise awareness and change attitudes to dropping litter. 
  
5. Other Items 
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• Business Forum 
PW reported that the business forum was consulting its members to determine and 
guide future aims, objectives, ambitions, and activities. 
 
• Christmas 2004 
PW explained the arrangements to date. This year there is no formal ‘switch on ‘ 
instead, in conjunction with Marple Churches Together, a number of activities are 
to be held including a brass band, carol singers and the blessing of the nativity crib. 
The attractions are to be held around a large Christmas tree located at the junction 
of Market Street and Derby Way. This tree is in addition to the ‘usual’ tree located 
at the Hollins. 
 
The ‘star’ lights on the street lights are to be erected and illuminated at the end of 
November, together with the festoon and pea lights from last year. In addition it is 
intended to provide 3 small Christmas trees, one located at each end of Market 
Street and Derby Way. 
 
Similar to last year, the Council is to promote free car parking in all the council car 
parks in the District Centres. BN explained the intention is to have free parking on 
Saturday 4th, Saturday 11th and Saturday 18th together with Monday 20th and 
Tuesday 21st. The intention being to encourage extra shoppers to visit on the 
‘quieter’ Monday and Tuesday, as Thursday and Friday would be expected to be 
very busy as a matter of course. The meeting disagreed with this and suggested 
free parking on Saturday 11th, Saturday 18th together with Wednesday 22nd, 
Thursday 23rd and Friday 24th. BN would consult with other appropriate officers in 
the Council to get agreement consistent with the wishes of all District Centre 
businesses. 
 
6. Any Other Business 
PC requested that the Partnership web pages be updated. BN to provide the 
information. PC also requested a link from the Council’s District Centres web pages 
to the Partnership site. 
 
The Council has produced a Draft Masterplan for the Town Centre and is to 
undertake a period of public consultation. Information is being made available and 
an exhibition held in the Town Centre and will also be visiting District Centres. The 
exhibition will be in Chadwick Street Car Park, Marple on Monday 8th November 
between 10:00am and 4:00pm. 
 
Small Business advisors are holding a  meeting, at 12:30pm 1st November at St 
Peters Sq, to explain the services they can provide. Representatives from the 
Business Forum invited. BN to send details to PW.  
 
The Community Safety Unit has produced a Crime Disorder and Drugs Audit and 
wish to consult Partnerships on the content and so require details of members. The 
Partnership agreed to be consulted, BN to forward contact details.  
 
Date of Next Meeting  
Monday 6th December 2004, 6:00pm Marple Library. 
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